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News   
Turners’ meeting. Monday, 2nd August 2021. 
Demonstration on turning wheels for toys by Chris van 
Heeswijk. Chris outlined several approaches to making small 
wooden wheels for toys. He demonstrated the approach he 
uses to first cut the faces of the wooden blank using a profile 
cutter. This picture on the right shows the profile cut into a 
square blank. Then the corners can be cut off using a band 
saw or a jig saw. Or the blank can be mounted in the lathe 
and the corners turned off. Chris uses his pen mandrel to 
hold the blank between centres, so that the circumference 
can be turned and finished to match the profile on the face. 
Alternatively, the blank wheel can be cut out using a 
holesaw. The edge of the holesaw should just overlap with 
the edge of the blank so that the sawdust is easily cleared 
from the cutting path.  
Demonstration on making wooden clothes pegs on the 
lathe by Trevor Pope. Wooden clothes pegs are easily 
whittled from green wood, but a neater and quicker 
result can be obtained by turning the outside before 
finishing with a knife. The body is made from a single 
piece of wood, perhaps even some small branch stock. 
A stress relief hole is drilled near the top and a slot is 
cut down the length of the body. After turning the 
outside to a profile that allows the jaws to spring open, 
the ends are flared by hand with a small knife.   

 
Main Club meeting, Wednesday, 11th August 2021. 
Graham Swallow gave a talk on veneers. Graham 
showed some techniques he uses for veneering 
panels without presses and vacuum bags. He 
explained how to prepare the veneers and the 
substrate, as well as some glues that he uses. He 
glued some sample boards using both contact 
adhesive (See right) and white glues, demonstrating 
the process he uses for each. He pointed out some of 
the pit-falls and how to approach edging panels.  

Next Turners Meeting on Monday, the 6th September 2021 from 18h00 at Made in 
Workshop – Making a small toy racing car on the lathe – Herman Potgieter.  

 
New Year - General Meeting on Wednesday, the 8th September 2021 from 18h00 at Made in 

Workshop. – Graham Swallow will give a talk on inlays and veneer repair.   
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Hobby-X 2021 has been postponed from April to November. It will take place at the Kyalami 

Convention Centre from the 4th to 7th November 2021. WWA will have a stand as before. The 
annual toys-for-charity braai is shortly afterwards, so this is an opportunity to showcase the toys we 
make. If you want to show off some of your toys, please bring your toy making schedule forwards a 
few weeks!  

 

Schedule for Regular Events at Made in Workshop 

Meetings – regular meetings in addition to those given above 

1. First Saturday of the month – Bobby Bezuidenhout – Woodwork 101 

for beginners. Contact Bobby on 083 873 3872 or 

bobbymel109@gmail.com  

2. Second Saturday of month - Herman – all things turning related – 

083 631 0501 hermanpotgieteresq AT gmail.com    

This list is subject to change, so please consult your Crosscut each month.  

 

Ken’s Saturday Workshop. Ken Bullivant holds a Saturday workshop at his house in Boksburg. The 

location is 13 Franklin Avenue, Comet, Boksburg on the first Saturday of the month from 09:00 to 12:00. 

They decide on an annual project and work throughout the year making it. Individual projects are discussed 

and problems solved. Ken also offers private lessons too. Contact Ken on 082 809 0020 if you wish to take 

part. 

The list of books in the WWA library compiled by Ray Deftereos can be found here: 

https://handtoolbookrev.libib.com/i/wwa-library  

 

 

Reminder to make toys for end of year. Don’t forget the annual toys-for-charity braai is just two 
months away, so get started with your toy-making!  
 
 

Tools for Green Woodworking. 
Trevor Pope  

Perhaps I should define what green woodworking is: Green woodworkers start with fresh, 
unseasoned wood and generally make smaller items either by hand or on the lathe. Most other 
woodworking is done with dried (seasoned) wood that is dried to the so-called equilibrium moisture 
content (EMC) – where the moisture in the wood is close to the surroundings. In contrast, green 
woodworkers start with wood that is saturated with 
moisture as it comes from the tree. Once the wood is 
shaped to the final sizes or close to them, it then dries 
down to the EMC, after which it can be further shaped and 
finished. Because the wood may shrink and distort as it 
dries, this needs to be accounted for by making the item 
oversize, avoiding the pith, and orienting the growth rings 
as best to suit the final intended shape.  
 
Woodturners often start with green blanks. Green wood is readily available, typically from tree 
fellers or garden trimmings. It is softer and easier to work, with very little saw dust generated. 
Large logs are usually broken down using a chain saw, but 
thereafter, hand tools can be used.  
 
Handtools were in widespread usage in the past, but 
nowadays powertools predominate.  These old handtools 
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can be found second-hand, but are quite scarce, so often one has to resort to buying new tools. 
There are not many sources available locally – the ones given below are the ones I know of. If you 
know of others, I’d be pleased to hear from you. 
 
Axes and hatchets. These are very efficient for shaping and trimming, although they do require 
skill to use. Every carpenter in the past had an axe in his toolkit – these may have been called a 
side axe or hewing axe and were used for trimming work close the final size. Axes used for felling 
usually have a symmetrical bevel, whereas those used for fine work may have a left- or right-hand 
bevel, depending on the dominant hand of the user. They are sold as left or right-handed axes, 
also called side axes. The right-hand axe is for right-handed use and will have a flat on the left side 
of the edge and a bevel on the right, for use on the right-hand side of the surface being trimmed. 
Toolcraft in Cape town                        used to offer these from Narex, but unfortunately, they are 
not listed at the moment. The axes commonly available locally, such as those 
from Lasher usually have a 900g head (2 lb in old units) with a double 
bevelled edge. These can be used, but are a bit heavy for repetitive use. The 
edge can be reground, as I have done. The Narex axes have (if memory 
serves) 600g heads which are wieldier. For small work, a 450g head (1 lb) is 
handier. Hardware Centre list a Pfeil carvers hatchet with a 1300g weight 
and a sculptors hatchet weighing 550g, which are out of stock at present.  
The traditional side axe has a wide blade with the bevel on only one side and 
a short handle. The handle may even have been offset slightly to provide 
clearance for working close to a flat surface. I have not seen any of these 
specialised axes for sale locally.  
 
Adzes. Apparently, good adzes are hard to find, although some artisan 
tool makers have started to produce them again. They useful for 
hollowing out chair seats and wooden bowls. I have a small Pfeil curved 
adze, which I have not used much. There is a debate as to whether the 

bevel on the edge should be 
on the inside or outside. The 
Pfeil that I have has the 
bevel on the inside and I am 
not sure about it. I haven’t 
used it enough to form an 
opinion. The adzes that 
David Fisher uses for his 
hand carved bowls have the 
bevel on the outside, which 
makes them more useful for 
deep hollowing. This image 
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is from https://davidffisher.com/blog/page/2/ . Fisher makes bowls from greenwood blanks.  
 
Wedges. These are used for splitting logs. An axe head can be used, driven in with a large 
wooden mallet or maul. One or two steel wedges are very useful. I have found these second hand, 
as when new, they are rather expensive when bought from Stihl or Husqvarna. Wooden wedges 
made from tough hard woods like oak are also useful. You will need several. I have the experience 
of knocking in a wedge until it is flush with the log without the log showing any signs of yielding. 
The solution is to knock in more, wider 
wedges until the log splits and you can 
recover your buried wedges. A metal hammer 
can be used for knocking in wedges, but I 
prefer to use a home-made maul, to stop the 
back of the wedges mushrooming over with 
use.   
 
Drawknives. Toolcraft list a small one 
made by Narex with a 150mm wide blade. 
This may be a bit small, particularly if one 
is inclined to skew the blade in use.  
I have drawknife made by Pfeil (listed as 
the curved drawshave ZugCd) bought 
from Hardware Centre some time ago. It 
works well, but I find the handles uncomfortable. Tools4Wood also list some drawknives.  
My favourite drawknife is an antique from Henry Boker in Germany, but don’t think they have been 
made for many years.   
 
 
Spokeshaves. A variety of spokeshaves are available 
locally ranging from the metal bodied Stanley #151 and 
#152 patterns up to the premium Veritas and Lie Nielsen 
brands. With the metal bodied shaves that are not well-
known brand-names, inspect the item carefully before 
buying, as I have seen some that are not fit for purpose as 
bought. Sometimes judicious filing can bring them up to standard.  
 
Knives. These knives, intended for wood 
carving, have a small blade and an 
outsized handle to provide good control 
without tiring the user. The blades have a 
number of different shapes, and it is 
important to understand how they work before sharpening them. The are available from number of 
suppliers.  
Toolcraft sell a spoon carving set made 
by Narex that I have. It has a small 
straight Sloyd style knife, two bent spoon 
knives and a cranked spoon gouge. This 
is a good starter set for greenwood 
spoon carving. I have found that the 
although the edges are highly polished, 
they need sharpening and there is some 
initial brittleness to the edges that makes 
them inclined to fracture. Once this has 
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been ground away, the edge holding is good. The tools are also available individually if needed, 
but the total will be somewhat more than the set.  
Toolcraft and Hardware centre list a range of small carving knives from Pfeil. Other brands to look 
at are Flexcut and Morakniv.  
 
Other common tools used such as saws, chisels, augers, etc are the same as for normal seasoned 
woodworking, so I don’t need to go into those here. Although I should mention that saws need 
more set (how much the teeth are angled outwards) to reduce binding in greenwood. The selection 
of green woodworking tools available locally is not good, and given the global supply chain 
problems, many of the local suppliers list items but with no stock. Hopefully this will improve soon, 
so be patient.  

 


